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TV RECEIVED yours, in Anſwer to my Queries; for 
which -I thank you: But am ſorry to ſee it in print, 
A fince upon further Conſideration, and Converſation with 
ſome Gentlemen well. acquainted with the State of the Colony 
and of Yale College, the Doubts which I then had have very 
much ſubſided ; and upon reading what you have wrote, I am 
conſiderably inclined to the other Side of the Queſtion: For it 
ſeems to me, that ſundry Articles are exaggerated, and your 
Manner of repreſenting Things tends to create a general 
 Uneaſinefs and Diſturbance in the Colony, and a Suſpicion in 
the Minds of the moſt judicious Gentlemen, that you had ſome 
F | Deſign, which you did not chuſe in plain Terms to declare. 


Your repreſenting the Colony of Connecticut to be at this 
Time in ſuch an extraordinary diſtreſſed State, for Want of 
Money in the Treaſury to pay their Debts, ſeems to all Gentle- 
men I have convers'd with, to be without Foundation. They - 
ſay, the Colony never were ſo near out of Debt, as they are now, 
or lately have oy The Colony has generally been in Debt, 
for-9go or 40 Years, three or four Hundred . Thouſand Pounds, for 
Bills emitted: But by the laſt Report of the Committee you 
mention, the Colony was not only quite out of Debt, but had 
much more than enough in the Treaſury to pay off all the 
doutſtanding Bills: And tho' the State of the Treaſury can't be 
preciſely known, till all the ſaid Bills are actually brought in; 
yet tis . ws that the Government was but little in Debt, and 
probably had conſiderable Overplus in the Treaſury, till the 
laſt Emiſſion a few Months ago. TIES LS AW. 
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Tour reducing all Accounts kept in Sterling and lawful 
Money, to Rhode- land Old Tenor, (which has v Times as 
much Sound as Subſtance,) and your amaſling and heaping 
together the annual Expences of the College far 30 Tears, is 
conceived as a Defign to amuſe Mankind. It is obſerved by 
ſome Gentlemen, that the Expencęs of an ordinary Family, for 


460 or 50 Years, would amoùnt to Thirty or Forty Thouſand 


Pounds. That the Expences for Pipes and Tobacco, in this 
Colony, as was lately obſerved in the General Aſſembly, were 
at leaſt Sixty Thouſand Pounds per Anunm - For Tea, Two 
Hundred Thouſand : --- For Rum, Four Hundred Thouſand. 

All which in zo Years, amount to above Thirty Millions of 
Pounds. Many People will be much amufed by fuch Compu- 
tations, and think it impoſſible: ſo much ſhould be either got 
or ſpent: And yet fome Gentlemen are of Opinion, that the 

annual Expences of the Colony are near Three Hundred Mil- 
lions of Pounds. HHH. VVV 


As Colleges are the great Supports of Religion and Learning, 
1 FH can't but think, that One Thouſandth Part of what is ſpent in 
Superfluities, might better be expended for ſuch a pious and 
noble Purpoſe. "Millar, in his Account of the Univerſity of 
Cambride;' p. 148, ſays, that * the Revenues of the two Uni- 
<< yerſities are computed to be above Fifty Thouſand Pounds, 
(i, e. £. 750,000, Old Tenor,) “ which, ſays he, is almoſt 
„ wholly expended for the Encouragement of the Study of 
Divinity, and the Education of Miniſters.“ This is above 
Twenty-one Thouſand Pounds to each of the 35 Colleges in 
thoſe Univerſities, which is five Times ſo much as the Revenues 
of Yale College, by your Computation. And yet each of thoſe 
Colleges, one with another, have not fo many Students as ours: 
For the whole Number in both Univerſities, according to 
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Cbamberhyn, is but about 4500; whereas 35 fuch Colleges as 
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ours would make above 900. eee 
The College at Cambridge, in New-England, is much better 
endowed than ours; and yet I am credibly informed, that the 
Publick give about Five Thouſand Pounds our Old Tenor, 
- towards the annual Support of it. The Province of New- 
eon &6 £4590, Oe r 
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the annual Support of their College. New-Jer/2y and Penh) 
7 vania, conſiſting chiefly of Quakers, do Nothing in their publick 
{i Capacity: But by private Donations a College is building in 
«| New-Ferſey, which will coſt much more than both ours: And 
; the Truſtees have lately ſollicited and ſecured private Bene- 
factions from Turape, to that College, to the Amount of near 
Four Thouſand Pounds Sterling; 7. e. J. 60,000, Old Tenor ; 
which is more than half ſo much as this Colony have given to 
this College in Fifty-two Years, by your Account. A Gentle- 
man from Philadelphia lately ſaid, that there were Inſtances, 
wherein ſome one private Gentleman gives aunnally near as 
much to their Academy or College, as the whole Colony of 
Connecticut does to Yale-College. Virginia "Uh to their College a 
Duty upon Rum, Sc. ſuppoſed generally to amount to near 
Ten Thouſand Pounds Old Tenor per Anim. 


N 
* 
— = ' = i — \ \ ad Si HEN hb w_ 
- = na 4 otic Et FAN ad FCS was —_ * 


So that if the Incomes of Nale College were as great as you 
repreſent them; yet it would probably be the pooreſt College 
in the World, at leaſt of its Age : But I am aſſured, from ſome f 
Gentlemen, who have feen the College Accounts, that you have v2 
in ſeveral Inſtances over-magnified and miſrepreſented them. | 
Tou Ee there is in the College Treaſury, J. 2136-1-3 5 
Old Tenor; which is more than there is in the Colony Treaſury, | 
if their Debts were all paid. To make out which, you ſay, 
=== that the 87 Ounces of Silver, the Rents of the College Land, 
has been duly received four Years paſt ; whereas there is but a 
{mall Part of it which has been due ſo long: And of the £.87, 
Sterling, of thoſe Incomes, which you ſay is now in the College 
Treaſury, it appears, by the Accounts ſettled in November laſt, 
that there is oply L. 27. | oor tent no | 
Some again think and ſay, it is unfair in you to repreſent it 
as tho? all the Money contained in the Quarter-Bills, was a 
| Proper Revenue or Income of College; ſince 2 or 300 per Am. 
in thoſe Bills, is properly Nothing but the Debts of the Scholars | 
to Mechanicks and Workmen 5 every Student is by Law = 9 
obliged to keep his Glaſs, & c. in repair, the Officers of College J 
Paying the Money. | | 
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Again, you repreſent the building the Preſident's Houſe, as 


being wholly at the publick Charge; whereas thoſe who have 
ſeen the old Accounts of the College, inform me, that near 


L. 1500, of it was given by Governor Zale, and other private 
Gentlemen. „ whe al - 5 5 
It is further obſerved, by ſome judicious Gentlemen, that 
your reckoning the Liberty of the Preſident's Houſe, the Degree 
Money, and all accidental Gratuities that have ever happened; . 
as the publick Revenues of the College, is manifeſtly a Deſign 
to magnify and exaggerate every Thing, in order to amuſe and 
prepare the Minds of the lower Sort of People, for what you. 
ave to ſay againſt a Profeſſor of Divinity; which I am ſenſible - 
is at the Bottom of all. | 


You fay, * it will coſt the Government four or five Thouſand 
Pounds 244 a Settlement; and . 1000, or /. 1500, for a 
Yearly Salary. But upon this it has been obferved, that you 
doubly over-act a Part: For if the annual: Incomes of the 


College are as great as you repreſent, the College can — 
„ as 


2 Profeſſor without this J. 100p, or J. 1500, eſpecially i 


you fay, the Revenues can be augmented by leaſing more 
Lands. And if there is now J. 2136, in the College Treaſury, 
and the Contribution, which you ſuppoſe will be very liberal 
from the Friends of Separate Meetings, (tho? it ſhould be very 
ſcanty from the Friends to Taylor's Principles,) will probably 
amount to /. 2000, more; both which will be ſufficient to 


procure a Houſe for a Profeſſor.---So that if your 4 1e be 


be juſt, your Endeavours to fright the Government about the 


Charge of a Profeſſer, ſeems to have no Foundation. 


You go on to obſerve, that thoſe who are againſt a Profeſſtr 


f Divinity, are ſtigmatized with opprobrious Names, and lookt- 
upon as Enemies to the Commonwealth of Letters, and muſt 


be glad if they can come off ſo. --- But as an Eugliſoman, you 
will freely ſpeak your Mind. --- This is a tender Point to ſpeak 
or write upon; but as an old Friend, I can't help hinting to 
you, what, it ſeems, you are pretty well acquainted with, that 


it is generally taken Notice of, that ſome Gentlemen, who uſed 
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to be generous to the College, of late talk much upon the 
ſaving Hand, and at the ſame Time more privately hint, that 
the Governors of the College are too ſtrongly attached to a 


certain Set of Principles (contained in our Catechiſm and Confeſſion 
f Faith) --- that the Students are coop'd up into narrow 


Principles, and not allowed to think freely and generouſly for 


themſelves, and to chooſe what Set of Principles they Þleaſe ; 


that there ought to be no Standard of Orthodoxy, to which - 


all who are admitted to be publick Officers of College, ſhould 
be obliged to give their Aſſent. Theſe Hints and Suggeſtions, 


you know, have created ſome Jealouſies and Suſpicions about 


the real Principles of thoſe who offer them. 


I know indeed, it has been ſaid by the Gentlemen, who are 
ſo much for Generoſity and Freedom of Thinking, that they 


ſhould not chuſe or deſire to have a Profeſſor, who held or 


declared Principles contrary to thoſe commonly received in the 
Country :--- But ſtill it is juſtly ſuſpected, that this is ſpoken 
only out of Policy,--- becauſe they know that ſuch a Profeſſor 


would bedifagreeable to the Country; and therefore they would 
not chuſe a Profeſſor who declared Principles contrary to thoſe 


commonly received; but they would: have one that treats thoſe 
Principles as Matters of Indifference, at leaſt, and one that 
would publickly ſay but little about many Doctrines that have 


been generally eſteemed the Fundamentals of Religion : And by 
theſe M 


Conſequence, as they pleaſe. 


| | 5 f — . . 
Give me Leave to ſay, that it would be moſt fair and 


generous, and much more agreeable to the Character of Eugliſu- 
men, for Men freely to ſpeak out their Sentiments upon Religion, as 
well as other Things; and that if Men ſeem to conceal and diſguiſe 


their Principles of Religion, there are other Engliſhmen, Wwho 


will alſo freely ſpeak their Minds. 


A 


eis appointed to teach Divinity as a Science, in a Chair, in the 
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Means would have a free and effectual Door left open, for - 
Men to run into Taylor's Principles, or any of more fatal 


But to proceed with your Letter; you ſay, I that the Officer 
uſually ſtiled a Profeſſor of Divinity, in Colleges and Univerſities, 


schools, 


. 
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re : 
Schools, and not in a Pulpit in the Chappels.” But Chambers, | 
whom you quote, gives only a ſhort and general Account of 
what is common to all the Profeſſors of all the Arts and Sciences; 
but has not the leaſt Hint of his not preaching in the Pulpit in 
the Chappels : But if you had read the Laws of the Univerſity 
of Oxford, | you would have ſeen, that the Heads of Colleges, 


or Preſidents, and the Profeſſors of Divinity, are reckoned 


among the ſtated Preachers on the Lord's Day, in the Chappel, 
(tho? others alſo preach occaſionally :) So that its thought you 
would have ſhewn more Modeſty, if you hadn't been ſo politive 


in that Point, before you had underſtood it better. 


| You farther ſay, that the Preſident, Tutors arid Scholars, are 
Members of the firſt Eccleſiaſtical Society in New-Haven ,' and 
have no more Right to ſet up a ſeparate Religious Meeting in 


the College, than the New-London Society, united for Trade 


and Commerce; | N 
This being a Matter of the utmoſt When e. to the 
Religion of Colleges, upon which the Religion of whole Coun- 
tries very much depends, I have ſet my ſelf with the utmoſt 
Diligence to enquire into it; and have read all the Authors I 
could any ways procure upon that Subject :--- And upon the 
Whole, I think, this Propoſition is evident, from a great Variety 
of clear and undoubted Authorities ;---That a College or Univer/ity 
is an Eccleſiaſtical Society diſtin? from and ſuperior to all other 
Ecelgfiaſtical Societies; for all other Eccleſiaſtical Societies are for 
training up the common People for Religion; whereas Colleges 
are Societies of Miniſters, for training up Perſons for the 
Work of the Miniſtry. - „„ | , 
All Authors which give any Account of the Religion and 
Conſtitution of Colleges, fay, that they were originally deſigned 


for the educating Perſons for the Work of the Miniſtry. Dr. 


Apliff, in his Account of the Univerſity of Oxford, I ſays, that 
by the Canon-Law, all Univerſities and Colleges are Things 
{piritual ; --- that the Univerſity of Oxford, was anciently ſtiled 
the ſecond School of the Church:---Andſays, no Doubt, the wiſe 


[| Stat. Oxon. Tit.16, Statutum ef quod quolibet Dit Dominicio,--Conciv babeatur 


per N Prefect; Theobogie Profeſſares, rt Habraice Linguæ Prerlictorem. 


T Vol. 2, page 3. | 8 
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Founders of the Colleges in our two Univerſities, intended to 
make their Foundations as much eccleſiaſtical, as in them lay.“ 


And tho' yeu ſay, the Sanctity of Colleges is exploded ſince 
the Reformation; yet tis certain, they did not reform from 
Popery to no Religion, or Taylori/m, but to the pure Religion 
of Proteſtants, _ as contained in their publick Confeſſions of 
Faith. Religion ſtill remained to be the Conſtitution and Deſign 
of Colleges, as well as Pariſhes, and all other religious Societies. 
And all Colleges erected ſince the Reformation, particularly 
thoſe in Areland and Edinburgh, are founded on the ſame religious 
Plan: And therefore Dr. Hliff gives this Definition of a a 
College in its preſent State; a College in our Univerſities, is 
a Body joined together in Community, for the Support and 
Maintenance of Religion and Learning.“ And herein they 
are diſtinguiſhed from all other Societies erected for leſs noble 
Purpoſes. Bp. Srillingfleet ſays, the Univerſities are eſteemed 
Parts of che Eccleſiaſtical Body. f“ Every Head of a 
College in Prieſt's Orders, has the Care of Souls in ſuch Col- 
lege. T Millar, of the Univerſity of Cambridge, ſays, © all 
Fellows of Colleges, with ſome few Exceptions, are obliged 
* to be in holy Orders.“ All Scholars are ſtiled Clerks; 
and are obliged to wear the Habit of Clergymen. At It wWwas 
judged in the Court of Kizgs-Bench, the Statute of  Deviles to 
Spiritual Corporations, extended to Trinity - College, becauſe it 
was principally ordered for the Study of Divinity; but it would 
not have been extended to a College of Phyſicians or Civilians. . 


Theſe Teſtimonies of the State and Conſtitution of Colleges 
fince the Reformation, are clear Evidence, that they, are Societies 
of a religious and eccleſiaſtical Nature, and entirely different 
from the New-London Society united for Trade and Commerce, 
or the Latin School at Neu- Haven. To ſay, that Religion is 

not the primary Deſign of Colleges, is as abſurd as to ſay, that 
Religion is not the End and Deſign of Pariſhes, but only to 
maintain Schools for reading and writing; an d there would be 
this good Colour for it, that the Law expreſsly obliges every 
Pariſh to maintain ſuch a School. 10 40 wh vo 


p 


e 2, pace gn Titan. jag 2. Tod fu 7 29. 
E AyLf, Fol. 1. pag: .: II Mills. ff Arn. 1 
| It 


1 
i 
I 


en 
It is alſo further evident, that Colleges are in their Nature, 
Conſtitution and Deſign, of greater Importance than, and 
ſuperior to any other religious Society or particular Pariſn. 
In Epiſcopal Countries they are equal to a Biſnoprick; and in 
Preſbyterian Societies, equal to a Preſbytery. In England, the 
Heads of the Univerſities may fit in the General Convocation, 
and have the Power of Excommunication ;* - and are ſubject 
to no Eccleſiaſtical Authority lower than the Arch-Biſhop of 
Canterbury. T In Scotland the Univerſities fend Delegates to the 
General Aſſembly of the Church, and are ſubject to no lower 
Eccleſiaſtical Authority. . It muſt therefore be inconſiſtent 
and prepoſterous, that a College, upon which the Religion of 
a whole Country very much depends, ſhould be ſubject to the 
Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction of the next neighbouring Pariſh. --- 
The Religion of it cannot be ſafe under ſuch a Conſtitution. 


The Right of carrying on all Religious Worſhip by them- 
"ſelves, is a Privilege neceſſarily reſulting from the Nature and 
Conſtitution of Colleges; which they have enjoyed in common 
with all other Eccleſiaſtical Societies or Pariſhes, for Time 
immemorial; as is evident from Dr. hlif's Account of the 
Chaplains, Chappels and Manner of Worſhip, in each parti- 
cular College in the Univerſity of Oxford; and from the 
_ "Statutes of that Univerſity ; * which order, that the publick 
Worſhip and Adminiſtration of the Euchariſt on the Lord's 
Day, be carried on, ſometimes in each particular College by _ 
themſelves, ſometimes by all the Colleges together in the 
Church of S. Mary (which has from the Beginning belonged to 
the Univerſity) by the-Preſidents, Profeſſors, and others, under 
the Authority and Direction of the Univerſity. 


In the 23d Canon of the Engliſh Conyocation, 4. D. 1603, 
it is ordered, that in all Colleges and Halls in both Univerſities, 
the Maſters and Fellows ſhall be careful, that all their Pupils 
be thoroughly iaſtructed in Points of Religion, and diligently 

attend the publick Service, Sermons, and the holy Communion, 
which we ordain to be adminiſtred in all ſuch Colleges and Halls 
on the firſt or ſecond Sunday in every Month. | 
F Ayliff. I Wood's Inſtitutes, p. . Amnals Univ. Coll. p. 381. 
* Preſent ho of ey rg | 1“ Tit. 16. 1 1 ; 
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4 It has been ſaid, that the Reaſon why the Univerſities worſhip 

by themſelves, is becauſe ſo great a Number cannot conveniently 
meet with a particular Pariſh; and that theſe Privileges. do not 
belong to them as Colleges, but by Virtue of ſome later Grant 
from the Civil Power. Upon which I would obſerve ; 
I. That the Reaſon. Why the particular Colleges meet by 
themſelves, can't be on Account of their Number, becauſe, 
take one with another, it is not ſo great. as the Number of 
Students in ours, as I before obſerved. 7 


2. It is evident, from Dr. Aylifffs Account, that there never 
was any poſitive, direct and expreſs Grant from any Authority 
civil or (eccleſiaſtical, that the Colleges ſhould meet by them- 
ſelves ; but that was always implied, and taken for granted, in 
their very Nature and Conſtitution. | 

3. The Colleges have been diſtinct eccleſiaſtical Societies in 
Fact, and by Cuſtom and Preſcription for four or five Hundred 
Years; which is as ſtrong an Authority as can be produced * 
any Pariſh in England. ; | | 


But you ſay,“ you ſee Nothing in the Acts of the General 
Aſſembly, which gives Yale College ſuch a Right. To which I 
an{wer,--- A Grant for erecting any Company or Society to 
any particular Purpoſe, by a Name known in the Common- 
Law, conveys the ſame Privileges to that Company or Society, 
as the Law generally gives to all other Societies under that 
Name. There may be ſome ſmall Variations underſtood os. 
expreſſed under ſome particular Circumſtances. But this muſt 
be the general Rule of conſtruing all Grants; or otherwiſe they” 
will be altogether unintelligible and uncertain. | wa 


Therefore, when the General Aſſembly conſtituted a College 7 
or collegiate School, (for the Words are promiſcuouſly uſed in 
the ſecond and third Charters,) the Law makes them ſuch a 1 
College as other Colleges generally are by Common-Law : = 
And the | firſt Charter 'expreſsly declares it to be, a Religious . = 
Undertaking for Religious Purpoſes and Deſigns, and for. propagating 


Religion, by a Succeſſion of learned and orthodox Men. And in 1 
r 122 N 5 
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the leaſt Occaſion for, is Nothing to the preſent 
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1553, the Aſſeinbly expreſsly declare, that the principal End 
propoſed in erecting and ſupporting it, was to ſappùy the Churches 
with a learned, pious and orthodox Mimiſiry. DI. | 


Fou conceed, that the Words in the College-Charter,--- 


< Power to chuſe, Sc. Profeſſors, and all other Officers uſually 


be n in Colleges and Univerſities, --- imply a Pawer ts 
chuſe all ſuch Officers as are common to almoſt all Colleges and Uni- 


| *pex/ities ; which is enough for the preſent Caſe : For it is certain 


that a Preacher on the Lord's-Day is an Officer common to 
almoſt all Colleges and Univerſities: --- But whether they haye 
Power, or whether it would be ridiculous for them to chuſe 
ſuch an Officer, as, under their Circumſtanees, they have not 

4 Purpoſe z=== 
and ſeems, like many Things about Deans, Vicars, &c, to be 
put in only to amuſe. | \ 


But then it js not ſaid, in expreſs Terms, that this Profeſſor 


or Preacher ſhall preach in a Pulpit in the College-Hall or. 


Chappel; or that the College may meet there- ſeparately by 
themſelves on the oy Se appears to me, that there is 
not the leaſt Occaſion tor it; for there is no ſuch expreſs Terms 
in any Law, giving ſuch a Power to any Miniſter or Pariſh in 
the Colony, and probably not in the Werld : And if the 
Eccleſiaſtical Powers of the firſt Pariſh in Nerv Hauen (to which 


you ſay the College belongs) were enquired into, they would be 


found to be much leſs explicit than thoſe of the College. 
It is faid by ſome Gentlemen of good Intelligence, that there 


never was any Act of Aﬀembly which did expreisly conftitute 


New-Haven either a Town or a Pariſh, tho* there are ſundry 
later Acts which ſuppoſe them to be ſuch. They were for 


many Years only a voluntary Company of Men, who;met- for 


religious Worfhip, | without Law, or any original Conſtitution 
from the civil Power: And the fieſt Act or Law, -under-which 
they can claim ro be a Parith, is ſo late as the Year 1926 J 


which ſuppoſes, that when a Pariſh is ſet off from a Town, the 


remaining Part may be formed into a Pariſſi; and therefore 
enacts how it ſhould be done, with a Proviſe, that where any 
 4Grnnedticut Old Lao. Bot, pg. 355. 
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Rad already acted as ſeparate Pariſhes, that Law ſhould not 
annul their Doings. It ſeems then, that the Pariſh to which 
ou ſay the College is ſubject, did, for many Years both before 
and after the College was ſettled there, act as a Pariſh without 
Law, and their Acts are faved only by that Proviſo. So that 
ſome have ſaid by Way of retorting, that the College was the 
firſt legal Eceleſiaſtical Society; and what Authority had rhe 
Town to ſeparate from them? or, if the Law of 1726, made 
them a legal Society, yet what Juriſdiction could that give them 
over the College, which was a legal Eccleſtaſtical Society many 
There were indeed antient Laws, which impowered Towns 
and Pariſhes to make Rates for the Support of Miniſters'; --- 
but whether theſe Mmiſters had Power to preach in the Pulpit 
on the Lord's-Day, or only ro teach Divinity as a Science in a 
Chair for that Purpoſe on the Week-Day; or whether the 
People of each particular: Pariſh had a Right to meet ſeparately 
by themſelves on the Lord's-Day, or only hear Lectures in the 
Week, and join with fotne- other Pariſh- on the Lord's-Day ;- 
is no where-expreſsly ſaid in our Colony Law. Bock. Theſe 
Things were always taken by Cuſtom, Implication and Common 
Law, from the Nature of a Pariſh, --- and much more ftrongly 
from the Nature df -a College. „ e 


As the preſent State of the Town of. Neꝛvo- Haven is well 
known to be ſo very different from the State of Cambridge, 1 
find but very few if any of your Mind, that this College can 
at preſent, if ever, ſo. well meet with the Town, as the College 
there. Some Months ago, there was a Motion made by ſome 
Gentlemen of New-Haven, that the Profeſſor of Divinity ap- 
ponies Fry the College ſhould preach half the Time in t 
2 AE: ouſe, and that the Scholars ſhould conſtantly. attend 
there. Upon wh” h. the Corporation propoſed «wo.:or three 
Preliminaries: One was, That the Pariſh give Liberty to the Scholars 
10 ſet n the-Front Gallery, without paying about £40; per Annum. 


Another was, that-t#be Profeſſor ſhould have. free Liberty topreach up . 


all ihe Dotirines-contained-in- our Catechiſin and Confeſſion of Faith, 
without Offence tv ſid Puriſb; und that no contrary Botirines fooutd 
be, preached there while the College ſbould there attend. "Theſe 
. FF!!! Rs Jone 9 F a Gentlemen 
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Gentlemen didn't ſee Cauſe to comply with either of -theſe 
preliminary Conditions: And further, objected againſt; that 
Act of the Corporation, That if am Profeſſer of Divinity, after 
Le bad given his Conſent to the Catechiſm and Confeſſion. of Faith, 
ſpould fall from his Profeſſion, and embrace any other Set of Principles, 
(as Arianiſm, Arminianiſm, &c.) he would be obliged to reſign: 


And ſo, as I am informed, the Treaty came to an End. 


You further ſay in your Letter,“ that all that Mr. Preſident 


has advanced from the Powers of the Colleges in England, 


„ which are diſtinct Corporations, falls at once.“ It is obſerved 
by ſome Gentlemen, that this ſeems to be a meer Triumph over 
Nothing. Altho' it is in Fact evident, that the ſeveral legi/lative 
Powers in the Plantations, whether Corporations or not, have 
Power, bd in Fact do make Corporations for many Purpoſes, 
(tho*- not Companies of Merchants) yet Mr. Preſident does not 
argue, that - Yale College had a Right to meet! by themſelves, 
barely becauſe they are a Corporation; - no ; but from this, 
chat they are a Corporation, Guild or Fraternity, (which you 
pleaſe) for Religious Purpoſes, as all Pariſhes are; - and ſuch a 


Company or Fraternity for Religious Purpoſes, you conceed, 


the Aſſembly can make; which is all that is neceſſary to the 
J. ² w ed c mon. e 

But you ſay, I that © the Officers of the College, and their 
% Worthip,. hazard the publick Peace and Religion, if not 


conſiſtent with the Conſtitution of the Colony.“ Very true: 


---But it makes ſome Men ſmile, when they ſuppoſe that this 
comes from ſuch as, upon other Occaſions, ſay, that the 
Governors of the College are Bigots to the Principles con- 
* tained in the Religious Conſtitution of the Colony; and 
<< that it is Impoſition upon Men's Conſciences, to oblige them 
to conſent to our Confeſſion of Faith, as a Standard of 
„ Orthodoxy.” Yet now this is conceeded to be neceſſary for 
the publick Peace and Safety of Religion. 

You go on to ſay, + * Mr. Preſident has ſet up preaching in 
4e the College Hall, but it is not as yet known under what eccle- 
<< ſiaſtical Conſtitution.” It ſeems ſtrange this is not known, ſince 
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by the Laws of the College printed many Years. 480; and by the 
Practice ever ſince, every principal Officer gives his Conſent tc 

the eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution of the Churches in this Colony, 

as eſtabliſhed by Law: Why ſhould you then add, 1 hope 

<« Mr. Preſident has no Deſign to change our Conſtitution, and 

<« introduce a more painpous One: Others wguld be glad if 

they had as good Reaſon to hope, that none had a Deſign to 

change our Religion, and introduce Taylor's Principles, and 

Arxrminianiſim. I 


* 


A 


You ſay,} you. ** have heard Mr. Preſident ſay, that he 
& ſuppoſes Tale College has a Right to chuſe Deputies to repreſent 
< them in the General Aſſembly.“ -- Lhave good Authority to 
inform you, that the Preſident declares this to be an abſolute 
1 Fiction of your own Brain; and wonders who this intimate 
Friend ſhould be, to whom he ſhould commit this important 
Secret, before he had given any Hint of it to any of the Fellowes 
; or Tutors ;--- and ſays, that there can't be the leaſt Colour for 
A it, inaſmuch as this Privilege does not belong to any eccleſi- 
aſtical Society as ſuch; nor do the Univerſities hold it by antient 
_ Preſcription, but by a late Grant from K. James the Firſt. 


Altho' the Queſtion, Who were the Founders of the College 
is not much to the preſent Purpoſe; yet ſince you ſeem to lay 
ſo much Streſs upon it, I think I can, upon good Authority 
inform you, that the Deſign of Erecting a College in Connecticut 
was firſt concerted by the Miniſters, who nominated or deſired 
ten Miniſters to be Undertakers, Partners or Truſtees ;--- that: 
theſe ten Miniſters were a Company or Society by Compact, & 
Year or two before they had a Charter; in which Time, they 

often met, and wrote Letters to Gentlemen at a Diſtance, and 
received Letters of Advice about the Conſtitution and Regus 
lation of the College, and received ſundry Donations for that 
End; of which the firſt Charter takes Notice in theſe Words, 
Goods, Chattels, and Sums of Money, as have heretofore 
* already heen granted, beſtowed or given, towards Founding, 
* Erefting and Endowing the School.“ And if they, had 
never received any Charter at all, they might at leaſt have been 
in as good a State as the Latin-Schoot in New-Haven ; dae 
as ſome conſiderable Schools in England, which in moſt Things 


\ 
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' eonduCt like Corporations, tho? they have no Charter © But 
then they would have been deſtitute of ſome conſiderable Pri- 
vileges, and particularly would have been no legal eccleſiaſtical 
Society: Therefore in this leſs — 5 State, they petitioned 
the Afſembly, that full Liberty, Right and Privilege might be 
granted: to th em; for the Founding, Endowing # Gems 
the Schodl: Which was granted by paſſing \ the Charter, delete 
procured to be drawn by Judge Sxwall and Mr. Seeretary 

Appix rox, of Boſton. 


The Charter of 174 8, ſays, that the faid TRUsTrEs 85 
© a nee or Undertakers, in Purſuance to the aforeſaid Grant, 
* Liberty and Licence, FouNDED a Collegiate School in New- 
* Haren, known by the Name of YAELE-COLLEGE. 


| Now the Common-Law is plain, that he is the Founder, 
who firſt erects and endows it; and not W e who makes 
It a Corporation by Law. F 


11 a common Perſon. — * 2 College with Poſſeions ve | 
mall Value, and the King afterwards endows it with great 
Revenues; yet the common Perſon ſhall be taken to be the 

Founder, and not the Ring And this no ways denies/the 
Power of the General Aſſembly; for they neceſſarily have the 
ſame Power over the College, as they have over all other 
Perſons and Eſtates in the Colony, and a greater Power, as 
Conſtant Benefactors. But, Sir, if you could influence the 

Aſſembly to withdraw their annual e you would org 
This laſt Part of their Power 1 


So that the Reafon why the Attimbly hag not manifeſted 
any Reſentment at. their not being denominated the Founders, 
is bt as you imagine, becauſe they look d upon it as their 
own Child; which indeed is true; but becatiſe they underſtood 
the LY, and their own Charter, better than you, and faw no 
Reaſon for any Reſentment at all. The King is the Founder 

our or 47 of tlie Colleges in Eugland, = is always ſtiled 
MN but he never CE © any Mee, that he Was not 
Called the, 1 cunder of the other thi y Colleges, and probably 
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never will, unleſs (one «iſe Gentlemen on this Side the Water 
mould inform his Majeſty what he neyer knew before. 


* * * 


Thus, Sir, I have "ab you my Sentiments on yourLetter; 
and it ſeems to me, if we have any Regard to the Intereſt of 
pure Religion in the preſent and ſucceeding Generations, every 
Chriſtian Patriot among us won't fall to exert himfelf, to pro- 
mote the Intereſt of that Seminary, Which has hitherto been 
ſo ſeryiceable to our Country, in promoting its civil and 


religious Intereſts. 


The Preſident indefatigably purſues the religious Intereſt of 
the College, according to the ancient Principles of the Country; 
rightly judging that to be the original and principal worthy 
End of its Inftitution : And tho? in the calm, but ſteady Purſuit 
of this, ſome Gentlemen are diſobliged, who have heretofore 
appeared friendly to the College; yet if their Friendſhip can't 
be ſecured and continued, but at the Forfeiture of the Religion 
of the College, he wiſely judges it too dear a Purchaſe. Amn. 
glad to find Fe makes ſo bold a Stand for Orthodoxy and Truth, 
at a Time when Principles are infinuating themſelves, and 
tting Foot in this Colony, which are 'ſubyerlive of the 
eligion for which our Fathers left their native Land, and. 
kepaiĩred to the Deſarts of America, OOO OOO OP 


I am fully ſatisfied, that the greateſt Part of this Country 
remain firmly fixt to the ancient Principles of it; and I hope, 
that the real Friends of Religion will TT their united Influence 
in Favour of a Profeſſor of Divinity; which perhaps would 
be che only Bulwank to ſecure the Religion of oh Wh, —— 
J am ſure, if they were ſenſible of the great and abſolute 
Neceſſity of ſuch an Officer, there could not fail to be a Number 
at leaſt to contribute liberally to his Support, in the preſent 
Infant State of the College; eſpecially ſince the preſent Burden 
is manifeſtly too hard for the Preſident. | | 


Truly, Sir, this Matter is of ſuch Weight and Importance, 
that it deſerves to be treated with Seriouſneſs and Attention: 

And as I know you are of ſo generous a Make, that notwith- . 

Wandlung al, the Obyections you mendowan' eee, 
| ' | . would 
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would contribute liberally, and exert your whole Influence to- 
Induce others to do ſo, in order to ſettle a Profeſſor of your own 
Principles and Way of Thinking in Religion; ſo let me beg of 
you, not to obſtruct and hinder the Settlement of a Profeſſor of 
-Principles however different from yours, yet agreeable to. the 
Religion of your Country; ſince you can't be abſolutely certain 
but that you are in the Wrong :--- And if Orthodoxy be right, 
Dear Sir, you will be found to fight againſt GOD: You are fond 
of the Liberty of thinking as you pleaſe; pray give your 
Country the Liberty of thinking as they pleaſe; and don't 
moleſt them in ſettling a Profeſſor of their own Religion, leſt 
"your generous Charity ſhould be ſuſpected, and you too juſtly 
deſerve the Character of a Fomenter of Diſcord, and a religious 
Incendiary, under a Pretence of ſaving Money. 


I can't but think, the Body of the People are freely willing 
to contiaue the Grant, (which was made in much more low 
and difficult Times,) which is not more to each Man, than an 
Half-penny Sterling, a Pint of Cyder, or one Quarter of a 
Pound of Tobacco, per Annum ;--- and therefore ſeems too little 
and mean a Thing for any Man, who bears the Character of 
.a Gentleman, to make a Clamour about, and. makes it evident 
to the more judicious Part of Mankind, that you have ſome : 
ether Deſign at the Bottom.. I .. 8 er 


DEAR Sis, 
1 4 
6 Ar Your old Friend, and 
5 55 very humble Servant = 
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